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'I'ii ihr llf'itiirtibtr Ihr Smith mill 

llmifsi nf tbtprtstutiitim nj (lie State t<f Louisiana ; 

The Join) Committee appointed to exauiitie I he aecount* of tin' Swamp 
Land Commissioners, and tlio manner in which i licy have discharged their 
duties, beg leave respectfully to report: 

That, they have had the mailer submitted t}\ Hum under consideration, 
and after tl samination of witnesses and a earc fill and thorough investi- 
gation of (lie words, accounts and vouchers, they find the following facta : 

Jfour I'liuiiuittrc have examined fhe ueeoim&i and vu'puhcrii presented by 
ti. W. Murse, former Commissioner of the Kir-t Swamp Land District, from 
>\\i Lp I nl" January, l^riT, to the first of January, 1858, and Lave found the 
sanjG coiiuot, us follows, to vtit : 

To Lin l.'iiico in too hands of Commissioner, 

its pm* account rendered $44,7921 H5 

By amount disbursed $43)08 I Til 

" paid tn.Siar^^reusurt r .... 2JUU Oti 




W4J0S S5 
The following is a statement of itieT^^tit <>f Augustiae Daulantier, 
Oouiuifarffoiier uf the First. District, frum ilicTlih of January, IKoK, to the 
I si uf January, 1859 : 

'J'o balance in hands of Coromtaslanet , as per account , . . . $11,851 HI 
By amount disbursed, including |150 traveling expenses. 1 l,2BS 8 I , 

Hahincc in hands of Commissioner. ... #87 ii5 
Tim following is ,i statement of the account of Lafayette t'-ildwell, Cotn- 
ni'ssi'Kic-r of the Second Swamp Land District, from the 1st of January, lsfjs, 
tu the 1st. of January, 18511: 

To balance in hands of lJoiiitiiis>iotH-r, as per account. . . . $3^,531 77 
By amount disbursed, including Si 50 traveling espouses. 88,467 11 

Balance in bauds of (.'mnniissiongr . , $Ui lil.i 



hi this aeooufrft the >um of §100 is churned as having been paid to John 
H, New, I'lsq,, as a retaining fee for professional sendeeR in llie prosecution 
dl' a suit nguinsl ,1. 1 1! Kirk. TliLi suit, was insiitaled on the 13th day of 
January, 18W, fur tot return of money advanced to Mr. Kirk on his con- 
tract. Yi'iir Cotnmitti'u have nut 1 n able i ■ ■ pcrcnivo tin: nccefiaity of this 

suit, iiuiMiiiir'h as the money had Leon paid iatu the Treasury on I he 27th of 
November, 1R88. 

The roUirwing is a statement of the aacoitnl of J. W. Butter, former Com- 
mission* r nt i lie ffbird District : 

Tn balance in hands ul' i 'ommissiimor $66,568 76 

Uy amount pain, ac pi r i nmdters. 99,721 :i () 

By amount paid to State Treasurer '. . . . (52,842 26 

£6li } J)fi.'i 76 

Tim Coin mil tec liml thai qd money name into tiiC hands of T. 1'. lluleh- 
Iciss, the present (j'niumissi' titer uf the Third District, and that h<.' has paid 
the claim* due by him ns Oommiuftionor, by warrants upon the Auditor of 
I'nblio Accounts, and that his vouchees are correct. 

The Cotnontlea appointed y sub-l tonirnitteo to examine the aecunuts and 
vouehota of V.. li. Towno, UotnaussioaQr of the lojurth District', and .here- 
with submit ihi-ir report : 

" The undersigned, sub-Goinmitteo appointed to examine tlio accounts of 
Mr. K. li. Towne, UoTrntifasknicr uf the Fourth jBwajup Laud District, so fur 
;i« the) rel&tod to the balance; on linn.1, as per last report, made to tJjeLeg- 
i-laiurc in 1358, submit %h e fol lowing report : 

•■'inai. the haiatira iln-u reported in his hands, vaa $20,712 :JS; and that 
Lhc accounts 01 liis dishuiwmouta, -.iippoi-inl liy vouchers, amount to $'Jl, 
till .Vi, shnwillfja balance in his I'uvor, of JiilfSo 37. 

" Mr. K. 11. Towne, in said account, inn kuuKShawing that h« baa fti his 

hands, It (■'■ scrip, trf the Donnl <■' l.i^gf^^ luisstcmcrs of < 'airoll and 

■ in, tip flif amount >>f §1 1 , IO^^ffiii; for I he same amount by him paid 
■ mi. in 1 advanced towards tht^rfnsl ruction of the Terrapin Neck Levca 
which sum, when culled j^W ill state i i" the Credit of the fund of ihu 
Fourth Swamp Land District. 

nod,) i '.i;m .-■ <i-Uitn;aK, 

I'lHIn ( Ihbw." 
SIahi m B ' ■ 

The loth Section of llie Act, approved March llilli, IS.'il. provi.l''.-; : 
" That it -hall in- the dun of each CiuaiQuntiunor, in Uria own District, 
In- formation of the levi'B ward.-: mid draini ljg I Us t riots, to let out the 
washing of roiHiiviug of sttuh lavuefl, or drains, as the Board of Commi.s- 
;, : ' 'iicis may order, to the lu«-s( bidder, by sealed proposal*^ after tliirtj 
days' notice thereof, in some newspaper published in the parish in which 
the work is to be Acme, If no Mflfttpfipei' is published therein, then bi 
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notices posted tip (it three public. places in the parish, one of which shall 
lie ill the Court House," e(e. 

The Committee find thai, where contracts have Uoeri forfeited, the re-let- 
ting of tin' contract has boeii without advertiaem -.. 

Your CoinmitteB believe that the object nf tin; law was tOBeenre (ha 

greatest publicity of any intended work) in the immediate ueighj.ioi'1 I. 

(Ktthat those directly intereated, could have an opportunity nf Uaing tha 
Contract, as well as to secure I'Oiiipctititm, and thus Enable the Slate to do 
the work at the least possible expense. The Committee believe thai t)i>! pro- 
per construction nf toe law, re pores that the rede I ting of forfeited con- 
tracts, should be advertised in the same manner as tbe original eontrael ■". 

In one easu that has come to the notice of the Committee, to-wit: (he 
contract for the draining of the Lafourche Valley, the eoatraet was ad- 
vertised in the parish of Ascension, when no part of the work was doue 
in that parish, but principally in the parishes of Assumption and La- 
fourche, in both of which pans-lies, newspapers were published. 

The Act of 1S54, requires the Swamp Land Commissioners, first, to ap- 
point a competent Knghveer for each District, who shall hold his office tin 
two years, and receive an annual salary of twenty-live liuadrod dollars; 
wcond, to register all the warrants drawn by them. 

Your Committee (hid that the Commissioners have been in (lie habit of 
lilting out engineering by contract, and that warrants were frequently 
drawn without being registered by the Secretary, aa required by law. 

Your Committee were informed by some of the Commissioners, that 
competent Engineers could not be proetircd at tin* stated salary allowed 
l.\ law. 

Tho Committee know of no law authorizing (he Commissioners to con- 
tract for engineering, and are -n^siied that the work would be better, Had 
more economically performed, by ^M^j^crs employed at an annual salary . 
■If the salary allowed by law was insumtj-uit, an application should have 

been made to the Legislat lire t< > increase tln^l^wal lowed. 

The Committee find that tho Commissioner of ura^'irst District, paidout. 
for engineering, from the d.ith of Angus!, 1^57, to the 10th of Marsh, 
is'ill, jive thousand six hundred and twelve dollars ; ami that during t\w. 
year 185S, the sum of eighteen tilouslUld -fight hundred and seventy-nine 
llll-lOO dollars, was paid for engineering, and tlie expenses in the Second 
District and that in the year 18:">,s, the ComuuHsioui-r of the fourth Dis- 
trict, paid for engineering, three thousand one hundred and ninety dollars. 

In the year ts. r is : mi Act was passed relative to Swamp Lund Commis- 
sioners, of which the following is a copy : 

No. 234.] AN ACT 

lift lit ivu to Swamp Lund Uooimitdionari. 
SlWION 1. U* it entuttd bii the Senati arvi fio&M of lUpmeMativu qfthi , 



S/afr nj Lqh inwt, in Gciir.i-nt Anmernhht eonviai'if,, Thai llie several Swamp 
Lund t , '')iiiini«si'.!j"is, UcI'-ki- iirni^.i-iliiiif further with the duties ..I their 
rfhpeftivc ftfit ■ -us i<r itXL<i'<'isi)|ir mij ot'llii: jiowi:jjj or riijfhlH eonferrtid npun 
(hem liy hue, slii'l ■m-.iI" ■ 1 1 > ■ L r lunula fur llie mini of I ivenh limn til id 
ilullitr.s I'in'.li, with twY) ifDml and siiiliuuTiil stirciirs, |>> It nttprnvod tiv the 
(iniionoC ill' the Stfttu iif* Louisiana, I'll' (In- faithful piil'fOrniWhtt! el tilt' 
duti''* of their ofUci'- 

Sri.'AS. Hi it fii-iitir I'ltmtiti, ,Vl, That tho said Uonimisiji trn Ivill 

draw no moneys fr&ui llui Tieaaugr, <■ \>> | '1 lor the (laymenf ol' work mid 

hiSini' aeliinllv pi'i'l'iinhfit lie roul raeleil t'OY Jillil in eulli'M' el' |ieil' unuoire, 

hhi] till drafts <>J' money which said (ViinnuasioneW ave niitliorixi'ri lodraw, 
shall In- made puyahie lo llie L'oulr.'Uitor or rjiHtraftlors, and shall hoacooin 
|..-iu;-'.| i.y ii Mi'i'tiiioiik; IViiiii the CJoniinissiowi' that fcho money ilrjiwn is 
actually 'lu- 1. 1 the pur -"ii iii ivlinwe iuvtii' ill' 1 drufi is drawn : Ifom'tM, 

Tlml nothing in (his aid shall he so ivmsti' 1 as to allivt tire righl uf -mi 

CorumxssiORPrs Ui draw for their sftlaries or those of their en^inocrs and 

■ lllt.S. 

Sko 3. lir it farther tametett, d*<.i That all honeys mow in tin* hands of 
(lie Swamp Naiiil (i'iiiiiiiii.;sinm'[>- ,-Lill bti iminediaiely [mid bank In tho 
Treasurer nl' (In- Sfr*t<?| .uitl thoront'tt'l' shall nil!}' lie drawn :lS is provided 

lor hy the :•■■<■■ » t b« r <oyl i-it of tlits act. 

Sm:. 4. Be U further eAtwtetl, fo. t That this ;o-i shall take clli.'ft iron) 
and atki its passage 

Speaker i if tire llnii.se of Rt'i'i'oseutfUivK : 
C, (I. UniTON, 
l,ii'iiu-n;iiit-i ruyei ii'ii' mid President of ihf Semite. 
Approved Maivh Istii, l$5$, 

KuliKKT 0. W Ii 'K 1.1 1 : ; 
i :..\i'i ■mi]' i>i' tin- stiiiii nl' DouisinHa. 
A i sin- copy. 

Amiiii.vv S, ] 1 f.i;h< ■ . , 

Secretary of Stat". 

Your Committee, an.' satMieaVj^Tllir provisltong i>t' this Act, fltir] eniie 
ciallj the 2d Sci'tii.ii iliprcu^sn; uininuiitlv wive ami proper, and tllfty will 
in future avoid much ^t^>~ trouble thai has heretofore I'sisinl in i\,,- j r , -.. . 
li'i;;iiinli i if the aceouj B of t]]n swamp Land (3q)11 mi- .]■ 'i.-rs, 

TIli' ''"! i(0'i' find thai when this ,\ul teak elVi-L'l, Hin iJullllllisEllhllol' "I 

the KirM iPistrlet had in his Ji.nnls nae llum.-atu] sttvan hundred and I'arh • 
l<wo dollars and stt; ooiits, And the Uaniudgsiontjc ot Ilia Becond lii<iri.-i 
had lil'lecn iheieand six huniltvil and nine dollar* and -;i\ Uftuts. 

The UMiniwioni'i' ui ihr 'I'liii.l Dislriot complied wiili the provisions uf 

this Art,' an. I n-^ned ; ami tlml nti thfl I2tl) day ef .Inly. L868, the C ■ 

mei of the Fourth Dlstriei presented to the State Treaaurur a certifi- 
cate, showing; that he had no indoey in his hands. 

Owing to ili«' fmhriH of |he Opnimii«ionei , s of the Second and Third Di»- 
triotfl to comply wiih the [iriivisioiis of tfw Act . ■.!' HS58, the Treasurer re- 
fused to i ignize thrm in ilmir idliciol Capacity, mid to houor warrant* 



drawn hy (In* Auditor predicated upon Llie warrants of those C'onmitssio let 
Vuiir < 'iiuiniiiii-i- ill M>i! iiiiili'iiiiki' I o (Wide whether the ititerprotatiOn 

■ •urn liy tin- Treasurer to this Section wits oorreol ot not, but they nvn oj 

the opinion that tin' refusal of tlti* Ui ulstd oners to |>ay tin- money in their 

1 1 inula ini.[» tin.- Treasury, was inexcusable. The raftson given hj these Com- 
missioners was, ilniL works were under r;antniut that would absorb thi> funds 
in their hand*, *.inil that if the money was ]>aid over liy ilium into the Trea- 
sury, they could not dra« the same in payment of the^e works, without an 
authorization by mi Acl of the Legislature. 

Your Committee do not undertake to decide this point., hut tlii? require 
iiM-iit of lite law Witt positive mid unconditional, and it' any injiisdiec would 
cvsuh from the operation of the la iv, thi:'i>.ri]sidi.-r;i!iiiii should have boon Hrgi d 
to the Legislature I" I'i'cvi'iii tin- passage of the Act. bin Commissioners, 
no morr iluin any other officer, --lion Id ho permitted i<> disregwd and dis- 
obey tbts positive requirements of the law, under the opiaio"n thai iu 
tions would work .in injustice, 

Vouv Committee find that warfanta have been drawn by the Oomfflw- 
stoncr of the GVuirtli Kwwup Land District ti> Messrs. alillooherger and 
Bowman, and lb-own and .Johnson, "for workjnul labor aelunlly'permrnied,' 1 

These gentlemen arc Merchants and b, i-r--. The Commissioner frankly 

informe I Hie C initti'i' Unit those warrants were drawn by him Ui refund 

these gontlouuyt advances ol money, by liini obtained froni thuntj to eutfole 
him [o protect the. alluvial lauds in hid Dislrid (nun overflow, ami to stop 
I'.TitvasBos during the high water of Itjfis. 

Vour Committee fully appreciate the motived thai induced tins action on 
the part Of tin' Commissioner, ami if any excuse can justify the Commis- 
sioner in departing from the- latter of the law, they beuVve that lie ought to 

■ • ■ . "iterated from all censure i^ilio matter. 

In regard to the delay in iIk^^^jUoii of the wurks in the parish of 
Pointu Coupee, to which ihcir i'S|j<;rial^H™iioij was '-ailed, yuiir Commit- 
tee lind that, owing to the dikes aorosa tli« irnWo- of the bayous, making 
into the Atehnlidayu, the laud through which ile^^^rmolated works v, 
to biiojlone, was almost i'ons| mtly overflowed, and it^is been conclusively 
liowQ Unit unless the canal between the Bayous Storeau and Middle is 

enlarged in I hive tin p mi capacity, and an long a* there i* no 

Ktttlet thjough fheflo hayoith inio tin 1 Uehafrflaya, it will he almost impos- 
tihlt 1 to eUJt tlii- isaaal I'nuirai-icd fyr. 

The C taiuee heliove thai pa i experience hit: elii-i*"K shown iltai 

■ii. ju'i:-i'iil -v-ii-m :. ■ r. ion -Lilly dufiiulive, and that a large ani'innl ol iihuiim 
I,:,- been expended, and the hind tlvmatod h) Cun^ress to aid 1 1n- State in 
ri'i'laimiug fh" swamp and overflowed lands, is beiiig rapidlj ex|jau*tetl 
witholtt any eouimensiiratu beuefll i" tli Slate. 

Under all these oiremnatftBeea, and in t^aw of all the tacts of the esse, 
your Com in it toe rceomuieUd the repeftl of the laws orgauiaiug tliw IJoard of 
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Swamp Lund Commissioners, and llio organization of a llonrd of Public 
Words, uiidt-r suitable: ii-trietioiis and requirements. 

All of which is respectfully submitted, 
(Signed.) F. S, Goodr, 

Chairman Senate ( 'mumiUi'i*. 
(Signed) 1>anii-:i. Newton, 

Chairman Hon^e Committee. 
E. J. Deloky. Secretary. 












